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[The opening theme song with a poetic paraphrase begins:] 

Ich bete an die Macht der Liebe,  
 O Pow’r of love, all else transcending, 
Die sich in Jesu offenbart;  
 In Jesus present evermore, 
Ich geb' mich hin dem freien Triebe, 

 I worship thee, in homage bending, 

 
 
St Matthew Passion, Part I:  Nos 7-8  BWV 244 (Good Friday 1727) 
Lyrics: Matthew 26 & 27; aria poetry by Christian Friedrich Henrici (pen name = Picander, 1700-1764) 

 Chorale text and tune by Nikolaus Decium (pub. 1531) 
Trans: https://www.bach-cantatas.com/Texts/BWV244-Eng3.htm 
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  
Artists: Netherlands Bach Society, Jos von Veldhoven (dir.) 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwVW1ttVhuQ   (the entire Passion) 

Recorded April 17 and 19, 2014 at the Grote Kerk, Naarden, Netherlands 
The website offers six interviews explaining the Passion, the tradition, use of rhetoric, etc. 
 
 

 

 
7.   Evangelist: 

Da ging hin der Zwölfen einer, mit Namen Judas Ischarioth,  
 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, 
zu den Hohenpriestern und sprach: 
 went to the chief priests and said: 

 
Judas: 

Was wollt ihr mir geben?  Ich will ihn euch verraten. 
 What are you willing to give me?  I shall betray him to you. 

 
Evangelist: 

Und sie boten ihm dreißig Silberlinge.  
 And they offered him 30 pieces of silver 
Und von dem an suchte er Gelegenheit, dass er ihn verriete. 
 And from then on he sought an opportunity, so that he might betray 

 
 
8. Soprano Aria: 

https://pgimf.org/meditations/
https://www.bach-cantatas.com/Texts/BWV244-Eng3.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwVW1ttVhuQ


A Section: 
 
[Ritornello:  Flutes, Strings, Continuo] 

 
Blute nur, du liebes Herz! 
 Bleed now, loving heart! 
 
[Ritornello] 

 
B Section: 

 
Ach! ein Kind, das du erzogen, 
 Ah! A child, whom you reared, 
Das an deiner Brust gesogen, 
 That sucked at your breast, 
Droht den Pfleger zu ermorden, 
 Is threatening to murder its guardian 
Denn es ist zur Schlange worden. 
 For that child has become a serpent. 
 
[Brief pause, then return to the beginning the A Section.] 
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